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Message: 
Jim, 
I spoke with Bill Franz of our Region, who is working on projects involving the Upper 
Mississippi River, about some potential SEP ideas for Metro. He gave me a little info about a 
group that is doing habitat restoration along the Mississippi River. Right now, they are working 
in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area. The group is called "Greening the Great River Park", and a 
contact person there is Rob Buffler at 612/224-5463. (Note that the prefix may have changed 
from 612 to 651.) This group does habitat restoration work. The nexus for air issues is that once 
the area is restored to native prairie, there will not be a need for mowing or other emission 
producing maintenance activities. The good news for the Mississippi is that native vegetation 
will reduce hypoxia (?) problems which are contributing to the dead zone in the Gulf. Attached 
please find some additional information. While Metro could not simply make a donation to this 
group, they might be able to buy land and donate it with a conservation easement, buy plants, 
seeds, equipment, or something like that. I don't know if there are any issues with Metro 
Council being the owner of the incinerators, but this sounds like an interesting project. Please let 
me know if this is of interest to you. Thanks! 
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GREENING The Great River Park 
1 997 valt.glit,at a 

• 2,300 volunteers participated in river valley planting 
events (includes our largest volunteer planting event 
ever — over 1,000 volunteers in one day!); total volun- 
teers to date: over 4,800 

• 15,360 native trees and shrubs planted for a projeCt total 
of over 24,000 in the ground to date 

• 45 acres of native prairie grasses and wildflowers planted 

• Held 14 volunteer planting events 

• Partnered with over 150 organizations, including 
schools, businesses, nurseries, nonprofits, and govern- 
ment agencies 

• Partnered with youth work crews from the Minnesota 
Conservation Corps, the Boys & Girls Club of St. Paul 
and Twin Cities Tree Trust 

• Expanded educational programs for school kids, 
planting supervisors and planting volunteers 

• Formed committee to develop strategies for meet- 
ing the future stewardship needs of the project 
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Heap. snake it happen 
• Greening the Great River Park is truly a • 
community-based project. Only with the help of 
citizens can Saint Paul take advantage of this • 
unique opportunity to restore a precious piece of 
its natural heritage. 

Already thousands of volunteers have planted 
trees and 5hru17s within the Great River Park. But 
more volunteers-including individuals, families. 
church and civic group-are needed to plant and 
care for the park. 

Invest. in die future 
Many individuals, b:usinesses arid foundations 

have chipped in to help buy the needed plants. But 
in this large project area; planting the goal of 
30,000 trees and shrubs will take even more 
financial support. Whatever you can donate will pay 
for plantings that our children and grandchildren • 
will-enjoy for years to come. if you'd like, you can 
designate your contribution to honor a loved one or 
celebrate a birthday, anniversary or other speoial 
event. 

Please join sidur neighbors • " 
in Greening the Great River Park, Call: .- 

612-224-98455 
to make a donation, to volunteer 
to plant or help in other ways, or 

to get more information 
on the Greening project. • 

      

 

  

Greening the Great River Park 
WO•Norwest Center 

Saint Paul, MN 55101 



.•E 9  njoy the parL 
cooling canopy 

Sy greening the river valley, the project is also 
creating an urban natural space where people can 
walk, bicycle, picnic, and enjoy special events. As the 
newly planted vegetation takes root and grows, trees 
Will provide a oboling canopy in the summer. Flowering 
shrubs and wildflowers will herald spring, attract 
butterflieS, arid help screen unattractive areas. 
Prairie grasses will make a tall carpet of green in 

.. a successful community-12ase6i project 
uniting citizens in planting and caring for a-new kind 

of park in Saint Fads downtown Mississippi giver valley. Over the past three 
Years, project volunteers have plaiitea 24,000 native trees and shrus, and 
thousands  of wildflowers on both sides of the river from the High f3ridge doWnstrearn 
to Holman Field.- Dui; more help is tieecier to reach the goal of 30,000. 

Unlike other parks and business districts that 
separate the economy from the natural environment, 
this project unites the two in creating a new and 
innovative place where commerce, leisure, learning, and 
nature can coexist in harmony. 

Repair' the "broken zipper' • 
Secausethls urban area has been highly - 

industrialized over the years, it currently lacks 
the rlatural vegetation -Found along much of the 
Mi55iippi River up and downstream. As a - 
result, it has income unsightly in places and 
lacks both appeal as a place for the community 
to gather and the habitat diversity needed by 
wildlife that .use the river-valley. 

Like a broken tooth in a zipper, downtown 
Saint Paul interrupts _the natural flow of 
migrating waterfowl and songbirds moving Up and 
down the Mississippi fl-yway to and from their • 
breeding and wintering grounds. The break also 
detracts from the arpa's recreational use. 

Hundreds of millions of public dollars have . 
been spent cleaning up the Mississippi's water. 
because of that effort, Saint Paul has nowfa 
uniclue opportunity to repair this break and in the 
process create an attractive context for , 
riverfr.  ont activities. Greening the Great River 
Park is a pivotal project in,rnaking the valley a 
beautiful, hearthy,`Vibrarrt place to live, work, 
and enjoy the wonders of one of the 
world's most famous waterways. 

Create a unique 
public setting 

What's -uniTie about 
Greening the Great Fiver Park 
iS that its taking place within 
and with the support of a 
thriving business and 
industrial community.  

summer and then turn red to stand out against 
the white snow of winter.. 

Visitors will be able to better enjoy the naturai 
beauty of the river valley and businesses will have 
an attractive environment for their customers 
and employees. 

Help worn-out warblers 
but that's not all. Each spring, golden-winged 

warblers and other songbirds migrate thousands 
of miles north from Central America up the 
Mississippi River valley to their nesting grounds in 
Minnesota and Canada. In Saint Paul's downtown, 
the vegetative cover they depend on for safety and 
food is lacking. 

The Greening the Great River Park project is 
helping ;warblers and other wildlife by restoring 
native grasses, shrubs, and trees along the 
riverfront. This will provide an important natural 
link between the semi-wild Pig's Eye area and 
Lilvdale and Crosby Farm regional parks. 

Ta-aval from forest to prairie 
The Great River Park is.including trees and 

shrub S from four. distinct native plant 
communities. Mewing downstream from the 

High bridge, the plantings are representing: 
Floodplain forest  on the north side of the 

new levee and low sections across the river 
where natural flooding will Occur 
occasionally. This will provide a natural 
link to the floodplain forest in Lilydale 
Park a short way upstream. 

6  Decieiuous hardwood forest  in the 
higher valley and along the .bluffs. 

• Ook savanna in the central 
industrial area and below 

Dayton's bluff. 
Prairie  near and across 

from the airport. 
• in addition, the Plato . 

!boulevard / Fillmore 
Street / Water Street 
loop wilt be planted as a 
parkway. 
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Tont,  Illoger•Borer, 
owner of North 
American Prairies 
Go., mixes seeds 
from Mont 35 so. 
Hellos of grosses 
and wildflowers. 
Three years front 
now, tho plants 
will be wall Web. 
Oohed, lie said. 

About 35 acres near the 
downtown airport in St. Paid will 
take Oil a different look next year 
as i iewly planted prairie grasses 
and wildflowers take root. 

Riverfront revival includes a prairie 
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Going Native 
WI early 100 eontmerciakindustrial properties along the St. Paul 

riverfront are getting a free environmental face-lift. thanks to a 
St. Paul Fouodation project dedicated to restoring the natural plant 
communities along the Mississippi. The Cireening the (heat River 
Park project, a publie-private parmendtip. recently completed a sec-

ond year of replacing well-trimmed lawns with trees, wildfls wers. and 
native grasses. 

"It's going to make this a very interesting and beautiful area," says 
Jim Gardner, a riverfrom-property owner. "If it's sold the right way. 
everyone can see the benefit." 

"Selling" the project is the job of executive director Rob Huffier. 
Eighty itercent of the 1.2(C acres along the downtown Si. Paul Missis-
sippi River corridor are privately owned: the remaining portion is 
publicly owned land. Nonetheless. fluffier says, all but two of the Ito 
property owners have signed on to the project. 'they all get it." he 
says. "They all understand that they're part of this greater river system 
and that the project will contribute to the greater revitalization of St. 
Paul, economically as well as ecologically." 

Given such cooperation. planners have Iteett able to design an al-
most seamless restoration scheme for the riverfront. Floorkptam-
forest varieties are being planted upstream, more open oak-savanna 
landscapes are being implemented dOWIlSitei1111. and native grasses 
cover the urea closest to the airport. The ecological restoration will ac-
commodate warblers and other wildlife that migrate through the area 
each year, Baffler says, 

GREENING 
the Great River Park 

600 Norwcst Center 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 

224-546 

Board of AdVisors 

Ruby Hunt, Chair Anne Hunt 
David Boyce Earlene Johnson 
Bob Bullard Larry King 
Sherri Buss l'egg)' Lynch 
Victoria Davis Jim Miller 
*rain Dickson Bob Piratil 
Lee Driscoll Ed Reid 
Gary Gardner Bill Sanders 
Jean Hart Gil Thoelc 
Terry Hol(man Kathleen Wallace 

hob Saltier, titre direelor et the Greening the Great Sliver Perk 

project, soy* soolegical resteratton along the lillsoissIppi hive, 

corridor is sentributinc to the •nvIrenntental, ocenornio, and social 

revitalisation at It, Paul. 

For now, however, the primary creatures floeking to the riverbanks 
arc project volunteers tromping around with saplings and shovels. 
11.11. Fuller and Arthur Andersen are among the empty:Ile giants that 
have offered volunteer manpower and cash contributions. The project 
has a 1.500,(X/0 budget made up of public and private funds its well as 
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) reimbursements. 

Gardner says he initially was leery when project organiurs ap-
proached him about sprucing up his property with native trees mar 
shrubs. "Quite often planners don't look at Mc situation front thu 
point of view of a landlord," he explains. Landscape designers often 
overlook owners' concerns such as: Will signage still be visible? Will 
shrubs alongside the parking lot interfere with snow plowing? Will 
low-hanging trees make mowing and maintenance more time 
consuming? 

But project planners consult with each properly owner individually 
to develop a suitable plan for each lot, going so far as to suggest some 
plants over others because of their hardiness against the effects of 
road salt or wind caused by traffic. Gardner has wen wild roses and 
four typos of trees added to his properly; the neighboring lot has laid 
its plantings expanded "al least threefold," Gardner says. 

In exchange for the free landscaping, property owners agree to 
maintain the plantings and grunt the state of Minnesota a permanent 
conservation easement—a requirement of any RIM-funded project. 
But unlike most RIM-funded projects, the Greening agreement has an 
exception that allows property owners to remove and replace 
plantings if a facility is expanded. A mitigation fund provides monies 
to replace the plantings. 

Planting will take another three years to complete. Baffler says, hut 
Site effects of the project lire already in evidenve. A third of the proj-
ect area has already been planted. 
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Volunteers will 
plant trees along 
St. Paul. riverfront 
DENNIS LIEN SwF WRITER 

As the Mississippi River winds its way 
through St Paul, a ribbon of trees bor- 
ders the riverbank for almost the entire Voiunteeta should 
stretch. register from 8:30 

Only near the downtown, from where to 9:30 a.m. Sat- 
the river passes the High Bridge to where urdey at NSP's 
It leaves the St. Paul Downtown Airport, High Midge 
is the canopy broken, But that is chang- power plant, 501. 
ing, thanks to an ambitious effort coordi- Shepard Road. 
nated by a nonprofit group called Green- Planting will bo 
ing the Great River Park. from 9 a.m. to 

Over the past two years, the organize- noon, with lunch 
tion has headed an effort to plant 9,000 and entertain- 
trees and shrubs over a large area meat following. 
between the bridge to the airport. More 
than 2,500 volunteers from 100 organizations have participated. 

On Saturday, the group will be at it again. About 1,900 peo-
ple have signed up to plant 6,000 trees and shrubs on 10 acres 
near Northern States Power Co.'s High Bridge power plant. The 
planting will be the first of several efforts this year and in the 

TO SUM UP 

V CONTINUO FROM A 

next two years to add trees and shrubs to 
an area long ago converted to industrial 
and commercial development. 

Rob Bailer, project director of the 
group, hopes that everyone who regis-
tered for Saturday's event will show up 
and that other interested people will first 
call a hot line Friday to see • whether  

additional volunteers are needed. That 
number is 224-9885. 

The effort has several worthwhile 
goals, according to Huffier. 

The river, he said, is important for 
migrating songbirds. As they pass 
through the downtown area, they encoun-
ter higher mortality rates because of a 
combination of comparatively few trees 
and heavy development, he said, 

Noting abundant green spaces upriver 
and downriver from the downtown area, 
}littler likened the area to "a broken 
tooth in a natural zipper." The comple-
tion of that tree canopy, he said, will help 
sustain that songbird migration. 

"It's also designed to make St. Paul 
more economically viable in the down-
town area," fluffier said. "Many studies 
have said green amenities increase prop- 

city values and the desirability of a 
place to live and work," 

Ultimately, 40 acres of prairie grasses 
and wildflowers will he planted, much of 
it In an area near the airport where trees 
are not allowed. 

Greening the Great River Park was 
established in 1995 by the city of St. Paul 
and other organizations to restore native 
plant communities to the river valley in  

St. Paul. It has reached planting agree-
ments with 90 private landowners in the 
area, 

In addition to private donations, it re-
ceives money from the Reinvest in Min-
nesota's critical habitat match program. 
At the Minnesota Legislative, a confer-
ence committee still must settle on fund-
ing for the upcoming biennium. 



Riverreborn 
Project returns Mississippi's banks 
to their natural shade of green 

The Mississippi River Valley, as seen from Ramsey Hill, will be looking greener this summer 
thanks to Rob Buffier, Deborah Karasov and Ellen Brown. Photo by Brod Stouffer. 

by Susan Price 

For decades, downtown St. Paul turned its 
back on the Mississippi River. And why not? 
Along much of that Stretch of the river thc 
former green banks had been replaced with a 
harsh landscape of parking lots and indus-
trial buildings. 

That is changing thanks to Greening the 
Great River Park. The project, now in the 
third of its live years,win resume on Saturday, 
May 3, when more than 6,000 shrubs and 
trees will be planted underneath the High 
Bridge on both sides of the river. 

In our first two years, hundreds of volun-
teers planted over. 9,000 native trees and 
shrubs, more than i „SOO wildfknvers and two 
acres of prairie; said projPct director Rob 
Baffler, a resident of Ramsey Hill. 

By the end of 1999, the project will have re-
planted 1,200 acres on both sides of the river, 
linking the semi-wild Pig's Eye and tilydaIe 
areas with Crosby Farm, Hidden Falls and 
Fort Snelling parks. 

"The Mississippi River is the most signifi-
cant migratory corridor for neo-tropical 
birds in the nation," said Buffica"Thousands 
of birds leave their winter homes in the trop-
ics and fly alori the river to northern Min-
nesota. They need the cover provided by 
shrubs and trees to get to their destination:' 

Greening the Great River Park was con-
ceived in 1994 when development consultant 
Ellen Brown, with the financial support of the 
St. Paul Foundation, prepared an analysis that 
recommended a comprehensive replanting 
effort for the river valley. 

"Mayor Norm Coleman immediately lent 
his support," said Brown, a resident of Sum-
mit Hilt "He's been there for us over and over 
again." 

'lb develop a plan, Deborah Karasov, then 
an instructor in the University of Minnesota's 
Department of Landscape Architecture, 
made the regrcening project a semester-long 
topic for her students. 

"Having it begin in the studio allowed peo-
ple to think of this in the broadest possible 
way:' said Karasov, a Highland Park resident. 
"We brought in ecologists, engineers and bi-
ologists, and the students made presentations 
on all aspects of design. -- 

"This is not just a tree-planting program:' 
she.said,-but a grand, wonderfui idea that 
Will provide so many benefits to the city." 

Converting large areas of bluegrass turf to 
diverse groves of vegetation not only im-
proves wildlife habitat, but air and water qual-
ity too. It reduces noise and the need for 
chemical fertilizers, and the wild roses, hack-
berry trees, oaks and prairie flowers add new 
texture to the landscape. 

'This will be a park with four distinct plant 
communities—floodplain forest, hardwood 
forest, oak savannah and prairie," Buffler said. 
"All four were growing in Si. Paul before 
(white) settlement. so  they're a part of our 
heritage." 

Karasov left the university to become the 
project's design coordinator. She now over-
sees the design process and coordihates land-
scaping plans with each of the 90-plus 
property owners within the project's bound- 
aries. . 

What makes the project remarkable, 
Karasov said, is that it is taking place in the 
midst of a business community. "A lot of 
greenways are on public land,"she said."This 
is quite special to be developing a greenway 
on private property. It's rethinking how  in-
dustry can coexist with plant communities." 

Property owners receive free landscaping 
in exchange for their agreement to maintain 
the plants and to grant the state a permanent 
conservation easement. Should the owners 
ever need to expand, they may remove and 
replace the plants. 

"We create designs tailored to the business 
owners' needs," Buffler said. "Their response 
has been overwhelt»ingly positive." 

Businesses also may help with the financ-
ing.Some, like MP, are contributing in a ma-
jor warOur spring planting will be on an old 
coal field and vacant lot:' Karasov said."NSP 
has restored the soil and prepared the site. 
They're really a partner and have provided 
most of the money for the site." 

Major grants also were provided by the St. 

Paul Foundation and the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. Area nurseries, 
particularly Bailey Nurseries of Newport, 
have donated plants. 

However, the key to the project's success 
continues to be the contributions of indivicl-
uals. "Thousands of citizens are helping to 
purchase, plant and care for the plants,' Buf-
fier said."By their participation, they've said 
that downtown St. Paul and the Mississippi 
River are important to them. it's their support 
that's making this rcgreening work." 

Volunteers are now being enlisted to help 
with the planting on the morning of May 3.A 
free lunch with entertainment will be pro-
vided to all volunteers beginning at noon on 
the river. 

The planting project "is a great activity for 
families," Baler said. "We'll have something 
for everybody to do." 

Volunteers should wear comfortable 
clothes and work gloves and bring a shovel if 
they can. They should also place a call ahead . 
of time to 224-9835. 
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